Winter Greetings from the Board
We are fortunate to have an active, concerned group
of volunteers interested in watersheds issues to
serve as Board members. As a Board we look after
directing the activities of KNWSA with the capable
assistance of our Executive Director, Barry
Murray. It has been a busy time this year with a lot

receive word that our application for Charitable
Status has been granted. This will help us we trust
in our future fund raising activities.
In keeping with the times and what other
organizations are doing, we purchased Liability
Insurance for both our Directors and Officers.
Then, as well, we have had two active committees;
one dealing the Provincial Nitrate concerns who are
charting a course for the future on this issue.

Tyler MacPherson, building a brush mat
on the Shipyard River

of work being done in the area of Watershed
Management Planning, which is an unending
process. As well, many of our Board members
have participated in the activities of the PEI
Watershed Alliance with its overall PEI work on
island wide watershed policies.
We also were fortunate, after some setbacks, to

Fishing, Farming and Wildlife at New London

Another committee has been working on reviewing
our Incorporation Documents and setting Policies
for us since we are a relatively new organization
working on making it all meaningful.
In closing, may I say we have a wonderful group of
dedicated people on our Board working diligently to
keep our waters clean following the mandate given
us at our annual meeting. To this end we have met
as a Board six times and the executive another five
along with committee meetings. Thank you for
your support in the past and we trust in 2012 also.
Ches Boutlier, President, KNWSA

Did you know … that Harding Creek ( Clinton )
Giant Oak in potato field in Spring Valley

is now a member of the Kensington North
Watersheds family.

Nitrates Meeting – a report from our Nitrates
Stakeholders on a plan to reduce nitrates in groundwater and surface water in three Southwest River
watersheds.
Climate Change and Kensington North – a
presentation and panel on how climate change may
affect the Kensington North area, and what we can
do to prepare.

In Kind Supporters

French River 4-H club volunteers

District Planning Meetings
Our work is continuing on Watershed Management
Planning. The following series of meetings will
address Long Term goals and actions, as well as
local concerns and an opportunity to identify
immediate needs that require attention this year. If
you would like to hear of our longer term plans, or
if you have a special concern regarding a particular
area in your watershed, please come out.

The following individuals and businesses provide
services free of charge that are essential to our
organization:
Dave and Beth Smith: Companion Electronics
Dave Cody: IR Geomatics Services
Malpeque Bay Credit Union
PEI Dept. of Environment, Labour and Justice
PEI Dept. of Agriculture and Forestry
PEI Dept. of Transportation and Infrastructure
Renewal
And last but not at all least, the Volunteers from the
KNWSA area.

The following is the location and date for each of
the district meetings. All meetings start at 7:00 p.m.
Area 1 – Oyster Cove, Shipyard, Baltic. Thursday,
Jan. 26, Malpeque Hall
Area 2 – Indian River, Barbara Weit. Monday, Jan.
23, Kensington Town Hall (basement)
Area 3 – Southwest River group 1 – Spring Valley
Brook, Long River, Adams Creek, Paynters Creek,
French River Monday, Feb. 13, St. Thomas
Church Hall, Springbrook
Area 4 - North Shore group. Thursday, March 1,
Sea View Hall
Area 5 – Town of Kensington. Thursday, Feb. 2,
Kensington Town Hall
Area 6 – Southwest River group 2 – Tuplin Creek,
Durant Creek, Harding Creek, Sutherland Creek,
MacIntyre Creek. Monday, Feb. 20, Margate
United Church.
Other meetings are being planned, their times and
locations are to be announced.

Silt trap construction, Tuplins Creek

PEI Watershed Alliance
The PEI Watershed Alliance is made up of the
thirty or so watershed groups on PEI. The overall
goal of the PEIWSA is to improve and protect the
environmental quality of Prince Edward Island
watersheds, for the benefit of all Island residents.
The Alliance helps Island watershed groups to
achieve their goals by promoting cooperation, by
serving their needs and by providing a strong,

united voice in addressing Island-wide watershed
issues.

Shipyard River, Paynters Creek and Adams Pond
Creek.

The Alliance is governed by an executive of nine
watershed people, a mix of staff and volunteers.
There are three people from each of the regions,
those being “West, Central and Eastern”. The board
currently is assisted by an employee on loan from
the provincial government who works out of the
Potato Services Building in Kensington.

Stream maintenance was conducted in the Baltic
River, Cousins Pond West Creek, Campbells Pond
Creek, Paynters Creek, Spring Valley Brook,
Barbara Weit East and West, Indian River and
Shipyard River. Brush mats were constructed in
Shipyard River and Taylors Pond.

The Alliance currently is in discussions with the
province to create a provincial watershed plan. The
Alliance hold two meeting per year for watershed
groups at a central location, where watershed
policies are discussed and a wide range of guest
speakers make presentations. In addition to the
provincial meetings, there are also regular regional
meetings which have smaller groups and permit
wider discussion of issues. Kensington North is an
active member of the PEI Watershed Alliance.
Web Page & Facebook
Our website, knwsa.com, is being re-launched with
a fresh look and the same high quality of news,
articles, photos, and links. Please check it out soon,
and come back often to catch up as it is refreshed.
Also we are now on Facebook under Kensington
North Watersheds Association. The Facebook page
will have frequent updates of local watershed
photos and activities.
Our Funding Partners
The following are our major funding partners.
Their support is crucial for KNWSA.
PEI Watershed Management Fund
EcoAction (Environment Canada)
PEI Wildlife Conservation Fund
PEI Employment Development Agency
Canada Summer Jobs
Greening Spaces Program
Summer Work
Our field staff had another very busy season. Initial
stream restoration work was carried out in sections
of Tuplin Creek, the Barbara Weit West, the

New silt traps were constructed on Tuplin Creek
and Spring Valley Brook. Partial excavation of
ponds in the French River and Cousins Pond
systems was carried out. Silt traps were cleaned out
on the Barbara Weit (two locations), Spring Valley
Brook (two locations), and Cousins Pond South
Creek.
Over 5,000 gallon pot trees were planted in riparian
zones and hedgerows throughout our watersheds.
Rock dams to improve fish passage were
constructed on the Barbara Weit and Spring Valley
Brook. A spring was mechanically dug out to
improve flow along Shipyard River. Hundreds of
kilograms of garbage was removed from virtually
every sandy shore in our area on two occasions. A
public tree planting day was held at Holmes Marsh
in Baltic in June. The French River 4-H Club
assisted us with garbage removal and tree planting
in Adams Creek. The Cadets assisted in tree
planting at the Biogas Plant at Cavendish Farms.
Our crew this year consisted of Janie Adams, Dave
Allan, Tyler MacPherson, Charlie Gillis, Will
Allen, Travis Moase and Pierce Clarke. Our
Executive Director is Barry Murray and David
Cody is our Admin. Assistant.

Nitrates
Nitrates in groundwater and surface water is a challenge to many communities in the world. In the
Kensington North area, we are fortunate to have a
strong agricultural sector that is a key component of
our local economy. One of the challenges that we
face is to keep our water supply safe, while keeping
the agricultural sector profitable and producing safe,
high quality food. Although nitrates can come from
manure and septic systems, its chief source is from
the fertilizer used on crops.

management, the role of trees as a nitrate sink, the
roles of research, education, A.L.U.S, and much
more.
The committee is aiming to have a plan to present to
the community later this winter. Once it is
complete, it will be presented to the provincial
government, and our recommendations will
hopefully begin to be imple mented.

In October of 2010, KNWSA and the Wheatley
River Improvement Group were approached by the
Provincial Government to run a pilot project to
create a community based plan to reduce nitrates in
groundwater and surface water. A committee of
local farmers and residents was formed, chaired by
Jim Evans. This committee met 7 times last winter,
reviewing available information and discussing
possible solutions.
Volunteers at Holmes Marsh Tree Planting Day –
June 2011. Over 300 trees planted.

Many thanks go out to our local corporate
sponsors, who are taking a special interest in our
work. Please check our website for more information and links.

Nitrogen fertilizer trials in Baltic

The debates were serious and frank. The goal of
KNWSA and the committee is to come up with
solutions that reduce leached nitrates in
groundwater and surface water, without imposing
hardships on the agricultural community. Topics of
discussion included the role of crop rotations, spring
versus fall plowing, minimum lot sizes, nutrient
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