Watershed Management Planning
Clean Water, or the Alternative?
The Kensington North Watersheds Association would
like to have the comments of the stakeholders and
residents of our area in developing a plan of how we
would like our watersheds to look like in the future.
It sounds a little airy-fairy maybe to some, but really,
there are no other good options. KNWSA could plod
along and do a little bit of good work here and there, at
the discretion of a few people. We might make small
gains in improving habitat, or reducing some minor
challenges, but we would not truly change our
communities and environment on a big scale. We can't
leave the future of our own clean water to other distant
entities.
There are other organizations that are doing good work.
Our provincial, federal, and municipal governments all
have dedicated efforts toward the environment and
clean water, but they are often general in nature,
moderately effective, and nonspecific concerning water
issues. The mandate of KNWSA is to promote, achieve
and maintain clean water for our local area. It requires
local solutions.

There will be five district meeting this spring to plan for
watershed activities in your specific area. If you own
property in more than one district, you are welcome to
attend as many meetings as you like. A special call to
our youth. Come and help plan your future!
Area 1 – Oyster Cove, Shipyard, Baltic. Monday, March
14, 7:00, Kensington Legion
Area 2 – Indian River, Barbara Weit. Monday, March 21,
Kensington Ag Services Centre
Area 3 – Southwest River group. Thursday, March 24,
7:00, St. Thomas Church Hall, Springbrook
Area 4 - North Shore group. Monday March 28, 7:00,
Sea View Hall
Area 5 – Town of Kensington. Thursday April 7, 7:00,
Kensington Town Hall

Why Bother? Simple. Clean water will benefit people,
fish, wildlife, agriculture, and industry.
Canadians use on the average almost 1500 cubic metres
of water per capita annually. We all want to eat, cook,
and brush our teeth with clean water! We need it for
livestock. Dairy cattle, for example, can use up to 155
litres of water per day! Clean water is essential for safe
food.
Clean water is vital for wildlife and food from the sea.
Trace amount of contaminants in fresh and salt water is
a constant concern for those concerned about wildlife
and those that depend on clean water to grow high
quality wild or cultivated sea food. We are not in the
dark ages of water quality by any means. Our water is
pretty darn good, compared to many other world
communities. We have work to do if we want to keep it
that way, or even improve.
Join us in the meetings for Watershed Management
Planning. Be part of the future, part of the solution!

KNWSA Website Gets Overhaul
Our website has received a major dose of TLC, with new
articles, pictures, maps, and features. This represents a
significant amount of work by KNWSA staff, and our
webmaster. There are new features such as the Nitrates
Pilot Project page, which will be regularly updated with
the work of our various Nitrate Committees, as well as
thorough explanations on the research on nitrates and
our waters. Please visit our site regularly to stay up to
date on upcoming events and fresh reports on activities.
http://www.knwsa.com

Nitrate Pilot Project
Work is proceeding towards the creation of a Nitrates
Management Plan for some of the watersheds on the
Southwest River. Two watersheds, Wheatley River and
the Southwest River, have been selected by the PEI
Dept. of Environment; Energy & Forestry to participate
in a pilot project, aimed at creating a community based
process for reducing nitrate levels.
Excessive nitrates in our groundwater (wells) and
surface water (chiefly the estuaries, the salt water
bays and rivers) are creating potential health risks and
environmental damage (anoxic events). These watersheds were selected in part due to a high level of
participation by the farming community with environmental management and watershed issues. The
partners with the project are the PEI Dept. of Agriculture, PEI Dept. of Environment, Energy & Forestry, the
PEI Federation of Agriculture, along with KNWSA and
WRIG and the residents and landowners in these two
watersheds.
To date, our board has met with officials from the
Provincial Government and staff from the PEI
Federation of Agriculture on Oct. 20. A Nitrates
Advisory Committee of board members and community
members was created to work out how to proceed. This
Advisory Committee has met several times since midDecember. A further Stakeholders Committee has been
created to work on a draft plan, which will be presented
to the public at a meeting later this winter.

how nitrates are used and how they move. There will be
serious debate.
In the end, the Stakeholders goal is to create a draft
plan for managing nitrates in these Southwest River
watersheds. The draft plan will be presented at a public
meeting where it will be explained and discussed. The
plan may change after the public meeting as the stakeholders feel is required.
There is no doubt that it will not be easy to create a
plan that is effective in protecting our drinking water
and our estuaries, as well as not being an additional
hardship on members of the community. There is,
however, a strong will by the stakeholders, some of
whom are farmers and some of whom are residents of
these watersheds, to succeed.
The eventual goal of both pilot projects is to come up
with a draft plan for managing nitrates. A draft plan
suggests that this is the beginning, and that further
planning and refinements are in no doubt, to come.
For more information on nitrates in our watersheds,
and to follow the work of our committees, please visit
knwsa.com and follow the links to the nitrates page.

This may seem like a lot of fussing, but it is taking a lot
of time and attention due to the fact that it is a first.
This is the first know project of its type, with a mandate
to create a community based plan to control nitrates on
a watershed level. It is not an easy project for
volunteers. It is a delicate thing, to attempt to reduce
nitrates in a watershed where agriculture plays such an
important role in the local economy. Committee
members must be commended for their efforts to date.
Over the next few weeks, the stakeholders committee
plans on meeting several times, to discuss agricultural
and legislative issues, to examine the role of septic
systems and to consider the possible solutions toward
reduction of nitrates. The committee will ask government and industry experts to their meetings to learn

Q: What did the stream say when the fat person fell in?
A: Well, I’ll be dammed.

Unaffiliated Watersheds
KNWSA is helping those communities that are close to
us who are not yet affiliated with a watershed group.
This includes a few small watersheds along the Southwest River and New London Bay, and along the south
shore of Malpeque Bay. The Southwest watersheds are
Harding Creek, Sutherland Creek, MacIntyre Creek, and
MacKies Pond. Along the south shore of Malpeque Bay,
our neighboring unaffiliated watersheds are Lower New
Annan, Rayners Creek, Waites Creek, and Platte River.
There are several options available to these communities regarding organizing for watershed activities.
KNWSA is working with the Trout River Environmental
Committee (TREC), which is a watershed group to our
east, and with the Bedeque Bay Environmental
Management Association (BBEMA) to our south
regarding these areas. We will be co-hosting two public
meetings to present to these watershed communities
the options regarding an organized watershed group in
their area.

KNWSA Membership Form
Name:
Address:

Tel:
Email:
Regular - $10
Voting member
Corporate - $100 Non-voting member
Junior - $2
Under 19 non-voting membership
Payable:

Kensington North Watersheds Assoc.
P.O. Box 187
Kensington, P.E.I.
C0B 1M0

A meeting for the Southwest River group (Harding
Creek, Sutherland Creek, MacIntyres Creek, MacKies
Pond) will be held at 7:30 on Thursday March 17 at the
Stanley Bridge Hall. There will be presentations, maps,
and lots of discussion.
A meeting for the South Malpeque Bay group (Lower
New Annan, Rayners Creek, Waites Creek, and Platte
River) will be held at 7:00 on April 4 at the Sherbrooke
Community Complex on the All Weather Highway.

The Teacup, Cousins Shore, April 2008, the handle
eroded away this winter.

More info: 836-5253 or visit www.knwsa.com

Darnley Bridge demolition material waiting for next
years farm bridges construction.

Our Funders
KNWSA is a non-profit community group that
receives support from several funders. Our major
funders are the Watershed Management Fund (PEI
Environment), EcoAction (Federal Dept. of
Environment) and the Wildlife Conservation Fund
(PEI), Greening Spaces (PEI Forestry)

maybe over the years eventually increase it as well. All
this can be done at relatively low cost, will not interfere
with our valuable agricultural sector, and will provide
our watersheds with all the benefits mentioned above.
Watch for further information on reforestation efforts
in future newsletters and on our website.

Trees in Kensington North
There are many benefits that trees give to a watershed:
- A large tree consume 26 pounds of carbon dioxide
every year, transforming it into oxygen for your family.
Two trees can supply a person’s oxygen needs for a
year;
- Depending on location and weather, trees can remove
up to 75% of nitrates in ground water; preventing
pollutants from entering the surface water of streams
and rivers;
- Trees around residences can reduce home energy bills
by providing shade and cooling the air;
- A well treed home increases the property value by
about 20%;
- Trees provide shelter for a wide range of wildlife.
(source: PEI Dept. of Env., Energy & Forestry)
The average forest cover for the 16 small watersheds
that make up Kensington North Watersheds is 16.8%.
According to Environment Canada’s factsheet How
Much Habitat Is Enough (Environment Canada, 2006),
an appropriate amount of forest cover in a watershed is
in the range of 30%. Some literature indicates that 50%
is required to keep wildlife strong and water clean.
This year Kensington North is working with the
provincial nursery, the Forestry Division, ALUS , farmers
and landowners to expand tree planting in our area, so
that thousands of trees, shrubs and seedlings are
planted every year for many years to come. It may not
be realistic for us to expect to reach 30% forest cover,
but it may be possible to hold the rate where it is, and

Gallon pot tree going into a riparian zone
Our local corporate sponsors are highly valued for
their financial and community support. They are:
Anne of Green Gables Museum
K’town Auto Parts
Malpeque Bay Credit Union
Bayside Mussel Farms
Grahams Deep Sea Fishing
Town of Kensington
Indian River Farms
Cavendish Farms
Cousins Seed Cleaning
Durdles Bookkeeping & Taxes
Kensington Agricultural Services
Spring Valley Farms
Thompsons Backhoeing & Trucking
Q: What did the stream say when the fat person fell in?
A: Well, I’ll be dammed.

