Local Tour

Annual Meeting

KNWSA will be offering a tour of some of the highlights
of field work done in 2010. The 2 hour tour will begin at
the Kensington Community Gardens parking lot on Sat.
Nov. 6 at 9:30. A small lunch will be served at the
conclusion, and small butternut trees from the KNWSA
nursery will be handed out. The tour was very popular
last year. It is a great opportunity to see the type of
work our crew does, and the projects we undertake.
Hope to see you there!

The Annual Meeting of KNWSA will be held on Monday,
Nov. 29 at the Kensington Legion. There will be a report
on the year’s activities, discussion on plans for the
upcoming winter and for 2011. The guest speaker for
this year’s meeting will be from the Dept. of Forestry,
speaking on the importance of a strong forest presence
in our watersheds. The discussion will touch on
programs available to assist landowners in establishing
trees, appropriate species for different locations, and
general forestry topics.
A lunch will be served. Memberships will be available.
All are welcome.

Darnley Bridge
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KNWSA had a successful summer with many of our
crew from 2009 returning to work with us. This year we
concentrated on stream restoration, cleaning 11.2 km.
of streams in the Cousins Pond system, Tuplins Creek,
the Barbara Weit River, and Indian River. A further 16
km. of streams were maintained. There were 3000 trees
planted in many sites throughout our watersheds. We
completed 9 projects requiring Stream Alteration
Permits. We also completed numerous small projects
and worked closely with many farmers, residents and
landowners, government departments, watershed
groups and other agencies, always keeping our eye on
the goal – Clean Water.

KNWSA has been granted a quantity of the demolition
material from Darnley Bridge by the Dept. of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal. The high quality
large timbers will be made available to farmers across
the island for the construction of high quality stream
crossings. Bridge crossings allow the stream bottom to
stay in a more natural condition than culverts allow,
which is better for stream flow and wildlife. Quantities
of the demolition timber are limited, and are in high
demand from farms in many communities. If you have
or know of someone with a potential stream crossing
project, please contact KNWSA.
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Nitrates Pilot Project
Nitrates occur naturally in the environment and are
essential for plant growth. Excessive nitrates, more than
plants can use, can contaminate groundwater and
affect the quality of our streams. Over time as
agriculture practices have become more intense and
housing development has increased, nitrates have
increased to the point that they are the most common
contaminant in water. In our Kensington North
Watersheds area, we have relatively high levels of
nitrates with many water samples testing greater than 5
mg/L. According to the Guidelines for Canadian Drinking
Water, the maximum acceptable level of nitrates is
10mg/L. High nitrate levels in our streams has led to
excessive plant growth and anoxic events in our
estuaries. These anoxic events greatly disrupt life in the
estuaries, and are a source of bad odour to local
residents.
Two watersheds, Wheatley River and the Southwest
River, have been selected on PEI to participate in a pilot
project aimed at reducing nitrate levels. The Southwest
River was selected in part due to a high level of
participation in the farming community with
environmental management. The partners with the
project are the PEI Dept. of Agriculture, PEI Dept. of
Environment, Energy & Forestry, the PEI Federation of
Agriculture Environmental Plan Program, the Nova
Scotia Agriculture College and Agriculture Canada, along
with KNWSA and the residents and landowners in the
Southwest River watershed.
The proposed activities for the pilot include nutrient
(fertilizer) management planning on a watershed basis,
community meetings, wetland assessments and
demonstrations. The potential solutions include a
watershed nutrient management plan, low interest
loans for homeowners to update aging septic systems,
ALUS payments to growers based on organic matter
content in their soils, ALUS payments for 4 year potato
rotation based on organic matter levels, incentives for
precision fertilizer equipment, new potato varieties or
cropping systems, diverting water from tile drainage,
and wetland development. It is understood that a
combination of these and other “tools” can
substantially reduce nitrate levels, and may lead to a
provincial wide nitrate program.

KNWSA is hopeful that the pilot project will be
successful in reducing groundwater nitrates without
causing hardship on those who live and work in our
watersheds. The benefits for the Southwest River
watershed, besides reduced nitrate levels, will be
reduced sediment and nutrient loading, increased
biodiversity, healthy soils, and increased awareness of
nitrates and other watershed issues.

Silt Traps, Clay Roads, and TIR
The Department of Transportation and Infrastructure
Renewal (TIR) has four full time staff members
dedicated to environmental issues regarding public
roads and stream crossings. These environmental
officers work at the placement and maintenance of
roadside silt traps, planning road and bridge work so as
to minimize environmental impact, and to work and
assist local watershed groups in projects such as stream
crossings. KNWSA works closely with TIR environmental
officers for both Queens and Prince Counties. New
roadside silt traps are being built regularly. Better silt
control is in place in a range of different applications.
The impact from clay roads on our streams is much less
now than a few years ago. Bridges are being improved
to allow for better fish passage.
KNWSA greatly appreciates the efforts by TIR and its
team of environmental officers. We look forward to
working together to continue to reduce the impact of
clay roads on streams, and to improve fish passage
where possible.

A new silt trap working well on a clay road near Branders Pond

Indian River Farms

Barbara Weit

An example of the increased interest that the
agricultural sector has for watershed issues is illustrated
by Indian River Farms (IRF). In the past 2 years, KNWSA
has had strong support from IRF on several different
watershed issues. Permission to work on the streams
on IRF property was easily obtained. Stream alteration
permits to build a rock dam on the Baltic River and to
remove large metal debris from Hunters Creek were
quickly agreed to. The need to plant trees in both the
buffer zone and high sloped was mutually agreed to be
an important issue, and KNWSA planted 470 trees in
gallon pots of mixed species in one location, a good
start to what could be done. Permission to access a silt
trap for cleaning was granted without question.

The former Malpeque
Bay Environmental
Society has donated
the balance of its
assets to KNWSA to
be used for projects
in the watersheds.
The coalition was
formed in the 1980’s
as the problem of
anoxic events was
Above - Kay Wall, a founding member
developing. The
of the Malpeque Bay Environmental
coalition was successSociety, presents Barry Murray,
Executive Director of KNWSA, with the ful in encouraging the
society’s remaining funds.
installation of the
modern, effective waste water treatment facility plant
in New Annan. The Society has not been active for
several years, but its founding members are still strong
supporters of KNWSA. Our watershed group is very
appreciative of the support of the Society, and will use
the funds for a special.

IRF has undertaken three major soil conservation
projects this year, costing the farm tens of thousands of
dollars. IRF has also provided a location for KNWSA to
store the surplus bridge material from the demolition of
Darnley Bridge that has been granted to us to aid
farmers and landowners in building high quality stream
crossings.
IRF has purchased a corporate membership to our
organization, and also made a cash donation. In return,
KNWSA has worked on widening a farm bridge
approach to accommodate modern farm equipment.
“It’s good that we’re not butting heads”, says IRF
manger Kenny Waugh, speaking candidly of the farm’s
relationship with our watershed group. “Farmers know
that we have to take care of the land and reduce the
amount of soil that enters waterways. If we don’t, we’ll
have nothing to farm with in the future.”
KNWSA appreciates the
cooperation and leadership
that IRF has demonstrated in
watershed issues. Thanks to
farmers like Kenny, and
owner Mary Jean Irving, we
are able to expect the
condition of our streams and
ground water to continue to
improve.
A grass waterway doing its
job in Darnley

A few watershed-related words and their definitions
are posted below. Included here is recent scientific
terminology as well as some words that have been in
the English language for hundreds of years. Enjoy!
Anoxic - a body of water that does not contain
dissolved oxygen
Dell/Dale - a small, wooded valley
Dingle - a deep, wooded valley
Eutrophication - increased presence of algae that
depletes water of oxygen, reduces bio-diversity,
and increases water toxicity
Hypoxic - decreased levels of oxygen; affects fish and
plants
Marsh – low land flooded in wet weather and usually
watery at all times
Quagmire - low-lying wetland of deep, soft soil or
mud that sinks underfoot, with large coverage of
algae on the water's surface
Slough – in western Canada, a small marshy pool or
lake produced by rain or melting snow flooding a
depression in the soil
Wetland - a marsh, swamp, or other stretch of land
that is frequently saturated with water
Submitted by Nicola Murray

Funding Partners

Become a member!

KNWSA is a non-government organization, that is, our
employees are not government employees, and the
organization receives its direction from our Board of
Directors. We do work closely with several government
departments, some of which provide us with direct
funding. Our major funding partners in 2010-2011 are
the Watershed Management Fund (PEI Dept. of
Environment, Energy & Forestry), EcoAction (Environment Canada), the PEI Wildlife Conservation Fund,
Canada Summer Jobs, and the PEI Employment
Development Agency.

For ten dollars, you can become a voting member of
KNWSA. This is a great way to have input into a local
organization that is working for clean water, improving
our riparian zones, increasing tree cover, promoting fish
and wildlife, biodiversity, and supporting our farmers in
their efforts to improve our environment. This winter,
as we develop plans for the future, members will be
surveyed for their views on watershed management.
There will be watershed management planning
meetings for the general public as well, but members
will be asked for extra input for our future plans.

Our Corporate Members are of vital importance to
our success. Their financial and moral support
deserves special recognition and thanks.
Our corporate members are:
Anne of Green Gables Museum
Bayside Mussel Farms
Cavendish Farms
Cousins Seed Cleaning
Durdle’s Bookkeeping & Taxes
Grahams Deep Sea Fishing
Indian River Farms
K’town Auto Parts
Kensington Agriculture Equipment
Malpeque Bay Credit Union
Spring Valley Farms
Town of Kensington
Thompsons Backhoeing and Trucking
Also key to our operation are those that give in-kind
services to our group, those being:
I.R. Geomatics Services,
Companion Electronics,
Watershed Volunteers,
PEI Dept. of Highways &
Infrastructure Renewal,
Malpeque Bay Credit
Union, J. Frank Gaudet
Provincial Tree Nursery.

Join or renew your membership to KNWSA, and be part
of a local clean water approach to our future.
Membership Form
Name:
Address:
Tel:
Email:
Regular - $10
Voting member
Corporate - $100 Non-voting
Youth - $2
Under 19
Payable – Kensington North Watersheds Assoc.
PO Box 187, Kensington, PE C0B 1M0

Cavendish Farms Silt Trap
A great collaborative effort
occurred in the
modifications to
the Cavendish
Farms Silt Trap.
The Dept. of Highways and Infrastructure Renewal put
in an approach to the site, in-kind, that allows for rapid
access for hauling the silt away from the site. Cavendish
Farms has graciously offered to pay for the maintenance of the silt trap. This small but hard working silt
trap can now be easily accessed as often as necessary,
without cost to KNWSA. Thank you to our partners for
a successful project.

