Tour of Watershed Projects
Kensington North has had a very successful summer
of outdoor work. We were fortunate to have a strong
crew, able to achieve and work under difficult conditions. We had funding from a variety of sources that
allowed us to carry out a wide variety of projects.
On Saturday, Oct. 24, Kensington North staff and
board members will be hosting a tour of some of the
projects and accomplishments from the 2009 season.
We will meet at the Lions Club parking lot in
Kensington at 9:00 a.m. and proceed to several sites
in our system.

Trout in Kensington North
Brook trout are in almost every stream of the
Kensington North family of watersheds. They are an
extremely adaptable and resilient species, existing in
conditions where we would think are next to
impossible. The only streams that do not have trout
are those where the flow is very small, or a hanging
culvert below a previous fish kill prevents reintroduction. A hanging culvert is usually a steel
culvert under a road or farm crossing that has a
significant drop, not permitting fish passage.
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Annual Meeting
Our annual meeting will be held on Wednesday
November 28 at 7:00 pm. at the Kensington
Intermediate High School (KISH). This will be the first
annual meeting of our organization since its
conception last year. Although we have had a
successful year, there are daunting challenges
ahead. The community based organization that we
have become, under the encouragement of the
Dept. of Environment, Energy and Forestry (DEEF)
may be effectively regulated out of existence with a
new funding proposal from DEEF. It is important
that we have a well attended meeting so that we
may have a clear mandate in our actions. Members
may vote on motions at the meeting. All members
are encouraged to attend, and memberships will be
available for sale before the meeting.
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Did you know ... KNWSA manages 20,000 hectares
of the Islands watersheds.

Trout can exist in the extremities of streams year
round, and successfully sustain a breeding population. Trout that have easy access to the estuaries
(salt water) may migrate there for a few weeks in the
spring, where they quickly grow. These large “Sea
Trout” have pink flesh, and are preferred by many
anglers, both for sport and for taste.
Restoring and maintaining our streams for fish
habitat are important reasons for the work that we
do in Kensington North. Enabling streams to sustain
strong fish populations is not our ultimate goal – our
goal is clean water for all users. Fish, wildlife,
agriculture, residential, industry – every sector of our
community depends heavily on clean water. Brook
trout, however, are an excellent indicator on the
health of a stream, similar to canaries in a coal mine.

Silt Traps
Siltation is a major challenge for streams on PEI,
especially in our Kensington North area. We have a
strong agricultural presence in our community. The
excellent soils that permit us to grow a wide range of
crops are also very susceptible to erosion.
Agriculture, clay roads, and construction sites are the
main sources of stream silt in our area.
A silt trap is a man-made structure to help consolidate silt in a watershed system. It is basically a deep
pool that has been dug by a hymac or back hoe in the
stream bed, that allows the current to slow down and
drop some of the silt it may be carrying in suspension.
If there is silt in the watershed system from time to
time (mostly after heavy rains or during the spring
thaw), it will accumulate in a silt trap and eventually
fill it. At that time, the silt is removed from the trap
and the process repeats itself.

A by-pass silt trap on the Cousins Pond system
in Irishtown, before silt was removed.

Applications for new silt traps and the cleaning of silt
traps are carefully monitored by the Provincial Dept
of Environment, and the federal Department of
Fisheries and Oceans. Silt traps are not a cure all
solution for our siltation problems, but they are a
very useful tool for reducing the impact of silt on our
streams and estuaries.
Large gains have been made in recent years in
reducing the impact of silt on our streams. Our
challenge as a community is to do even better, and
further reduce siltation.
Kensington North has silt traps in Branders Pond,
Cousins Pond (Central) Tuplins Creek, Barbara Weit,
Indian River, (2 separate traps) and Southwest River
(Spring Valley)

A newly constructed in-stream silt trap
near Tuplins Creek, Margate

The two common types of silt traps used in our
watersheds are the in-stream and the by-pass. An instream silt trap ( pictured above ) is a deep hole (1 – 1
½ metres) dug in the stream bed that does not
exceed the natural width of a stream. A by-pass silt
trap is a diversion from the stream bed, parallel to
the stream, that can be significantly wider than the
stream. (pictured below) The best type of silt trap
depends on the location. Factors such as accessibility, potential volume of silt, and habitat are used to
determine the best type of trap for a particular
location.
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Funding Partners
KNWSA wishes to thank our funding partners and
volunteers for making 2009 a productive and
successful year.
- PEI Dept. of Environment
- Environment Canada
- PEI Wildlife Conservation Fund
- Greening Spaces Program
- Shell Environmental Fund
- PEI Employment Development Agency
- PEI Environmental Futures
- Canada Summer Jobs
---------------------------------------------

Summer Crew

Watershed Management Planning

If we sound like a broken record on the accomplishments of our summer crew, it is an error we must be
permitted to make. Stream restoration was accomplished on many new sections in our area., including
the east and west branches of the Barbara Weit,
Hunters Creek, the Shipyard River, Cousins Pond
west, and Durant Creek. In addition, previously
visited streams were maintained, including Indian
River, Long River, sections of Cousins West and the
Baltic River. Shore line was cleaned from south of the
old Princetown Wharf in Malpeque Bay inclusively to
the lighthouse at the entrance of New London Bay.
Depth soundings of several of our ponds were made.
Approximately 2000 trees were planted in our
riparian zones.

A great challenge we have in the months and years
to come is to construct watershed management
plans to help guide us towards achieving our
watershed goals. In the months to come, KNWSA
will be holding meetings to enable community
members to develop plans for our various subwatersheds. There is no doubt that our stream
crews have performed valuable work in recent
years. There have been big improvements in many
of our sub-watersheds. In order for the good work
to last, we must also, as a community, look at the
root problems. Long term success depends on us
changing our thinking and actions regarding the
management of water and land.
A good plan will help us identify the issues,
corrective actions, time-lines, and human and
financial requirements. It will help us to attract
potential funding partners, and most importantly,
will give us clear direction for restoration.
We will discuss watershed planning more at our
annual meeting.
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KNWSA Membership Form
Name:
Address:
Charlie Gillis (top) and Tyler MacKenzie, part of our summer crew,
work on a rock dam (fish ladder) in the Baltic River

Our summer crew worked hard under hot, mosquitoinfested conditions wearing heavy chest waders, and
some operating chain saws. The work they did this
summer is by far our most important accomplishment. If you meet someone from our summer crew,
please pass on your thanks, on behalf of all of us in
the Kensington North Watersheds. Once again,
members of our summer crew were Janie Adams
(supervisor), Charlie Gillis and Brad Pickering (chainsaw operators), Katelyn Mountain, Tyler MacPherson,
Angelica Graham, Sam Brown and Shawn LaFrance.
Our KNWSA coordinator is Barry Murray.

Tel:
Email:
Regular - $10

Voting member

Corporate - $100 Non-voting member
Junior - $2
Payable:

Under 19 non-voting membership
Kensington North Watersheds Assoc.
P.O. Box 187
Kensington, P.E.I.
C0B 1M0

More info: 836-5253 or visit www.knwsa.com

KNWSA Corporate Members

Watershed Alliance Formed

Kensington North Watersheds is proud to introduce
you to our first Corporate Members. We wish to
thank our Corporate Members for their financial and
public support. Long may this list grow.

Watershed groups from across the Island have banded
together to form a “group of groups”, the PEI Watershed Alliance. The purpose of the PEI Watershed
Alliance is to represent watershed groups on matters
of policy and funding for all of PEI. The Alliance has an
executive made up of three members from each of the
3 counties (roughly). At the last general meeting of the
Alliance, the membership voted to incorporate and to
apply for charitable status. The new group is off to a
very challenging start with the new controversial
funding proposal from Dept. of Environment, Energy &
Forestry. We hope that the Alliance will be instrumental in helping our young group to secure funding from
the province in the years to come.

Bayside Mussel Farm
Grahams Deep Sea Fishing
K'Town Auto Parts
Malpeque Bay Credit Union
Kensington Agricultural Services
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The volunteers that make up the board are tasked with
a difficult job with little thanks. Representatives from
our Queens region are Barry Mayne from the Bedeque
Bay Environmental Management Association, Ann
Wheatley of the Wheatley River Improvement Group,
and Rob Sharkie from the Trout River Environmental
Coalition. Board Members, we thank you.
Brush mat construction at Taylors Pond

--------------------------------------------Partial funding for this
publication was provided by
Shell Canada.
This project was successful
thanks in part to funding
provided through the PEI
Wildlife Conservation Fund
and the hunters, anglers
and trappers on PEI.

